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HE object of this paper is to investigate whether overt aggression subsequent 

to frustration is a differential of status position. One way of measuring 
aggression is to examine the homicide rate, since this is often reported, listed, 
and known. This is not to deny that there are many other more subtle forms 
of aggression practised in our society. However, it should be noted that aggres- 
sion is not ordinarily measured, because many seemingly aggressive acts may 
not be aggression if carefully understood. Furthermore, the amount of general 
aggression is not generally known, nor listed anywhere. Not so with homicide. 
Of all forms of aggression, homicide is best known, receives most attention from 
the police, and has the most reliable and complete statistical summaries in police 
reports. Thus the homicide rate is a good indicator of differential aggression 
patterns, serves well in analysing the relationship between frustrating situations 
and aggressive responses. 


In order to test the relationship between frustration and aggression from a 
sociological rather than a psychological point of view, the following categories 
of sociological significance were examined: (1) life insurance; (2) geographic 
regions; (3) urban zones; (4) race; (5) occupation; (6) sex; (7) age; (8) relation- 
ship; and (9) religion. 


LIFE INSURANCE AND HOMICIDE 


An investigation of life-insurance statistics reveals that rates of death by 
reason of homicide are distinctly higher for the lower socio-economic groups 
than for the higher socio-economic groups. This contrast may be ascertained by 
comparing the homicide rates for ordinary life-insurance holders with those who: 
hold industrial life-insurance policies. It appears that homicide for industrial 
policy holders is a little more than three times as frequent as for ordinary policy 
holders.) Table 1, published by the Institute of Life Insurance, reveals this 
relationship. 


TABLE | 
HOMICIDE DEATH RATES PER 100,000 LIVES EXPOSED 


1942 1944 1946 1948 1949 

Types of insurance— 
Ordinary life ah ie 1.5 1.2 ; 1.5 
Industrial ee “si ae 4.7 3.7 5.5 5.7 5.4 


GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS AND HOMICIDE 


This inverse relationship between socio-economic status and homicide may 
be further tested by analysing the homicide rate according to regions within the 
United States. A greater amount of homicide should occur in economically 
depressed areas than in areas of economic prosperity. 
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In support of this, Whitfield” indicates that the rate of homicides in the 
East South Atlantic States is twenty times greater than it is in New England. 
Dividing the country into nine regions, he arrives at the figures shown in Table 2. 


TABLE 2 
REGIONAL HOMICIDE RATES PER 100,000 IN THE POPULATION 

Rate Rate 
New England aes bee “ft 1.4 Mountain obs it a iia 9.4 
West North Central... See ae 3.6 South Atlantic re dee w= «14.4 
Middle Atlantic oe se6 as 5.2 West South Atlantic a are 17.7 
Pacific tae site nae oe 5.2, East South Atlantic ... <a .. = 20.9 
East North Central ... i hae 73 


This view is further supported by Porterfield,“'5) who gives figures indicating 
that Southern cities in the main exceed non-Southern cities in homicide rates. 
According to Dublin,’ New England has the lowest homicide rate of any region 
in the country while the highest homicide rate occurs in Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, Mississippi, and South Carolina. These states have six to twenty times 
more homicide than New England, Iowa, Wisconsin, and the Dakotas. 


Henry and Short find that “‘the South has a greater homicide rate than 
the North”’ and use this finding as partial support for their hypothesis that there 
is a negative correlation between status and homicides.) 


URBAN ZONES AND HOMICIDE 


A further test of the relationship between status and homicides can be 
made by investigating the rate of homicide according to the “concentric zones”’ 
developed by Burgess.“ This would indicate that socially and physically 
deteriorated zones should have more homicides than more stable zones of a 
city. To test this thesis, a census-tract map of Cincinnati was used to show 
homicides over a ten-year period, i.e. 1947 through 1956. This revealed that 
the largest number of homicides took place in the central business district of the 
city, and that the number decreased as the distance from the centre of the city 
increased. Thus, there were 98 homicides in census-tract V in the downtown 
area, 35 killings in the adjoining district IV, and 15 to 25 murders in the tracts 
immediately surrounding the downtown area. 


The Chicago police report for 1956 includes a map of that city showing a 
similar trend. Henry and Short indicate that ‘in areas of extreme urbanism, the 
homicide rate was found to be relatively high”. While all these findings seem to 
support the view that homicide is more frequent in lower socio-economic groups 
than in higher ones, it appears that the high rate of mobility in the central 
business district may also be a factor in high homicide rates. This appears to 
be confirmed by the picture of major crimes in Chicago. 


RACE AND HOMICIDE 


Any consideration of socio-economic relationships and the rate of homicide 
cannot fail to take into account the racial differential. As Myrdal"! points out: 
‘Negro crimes have periodically been the subject of serious debate in the United 
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States, at least since 1890’’. If this is so, there is at least some concern among 
students of criminology as to the race factor in crime. Further, such an analysis 
should provide another clue with reference to the hypothesis concerning status 
and homicide. 


There are about 7,600 to 7,700 homicides in the United States each year. 
When these are analysed by race,) it is found that Negroes kill ten times as 
often as whites. Thus, in 1948 the Negro homicide rate was 30.2 per 100,000, 
while that of whites was only 3 per 100,000. 


Brearly®) reports that the homicide rate for Negroes is seven times that 
for whites and adds that “this holds true everywhere”. On racial differential, 
Henry and Short find that Negroes tend to have a higher homicide rate than 
whites when the business cycle is moving upward, and that the reverse is true 
for whites. The same relationship exists with the opposite business trend so that 
“the correlation of homicide with the business cycle changes direction with 
downward progression in the status scale’’. This may be attributed to the fact 
that Negroes kill mainly Negroes and whites kill whites. Therefore, discrimina- 
tory arrest practices do not apply in the case of homicide. Since Negroes suffer 
much more frustration when employed by whites than when unemployed, the 
amount of aggression will correspond to the pressures of class differentials to 
which they are subject. Lynchings also follow this pattern as the murder of 
Negroes by lower-class whites correlates negatively with the business cycle. It 
should be noted here that the seasonality of employment is related to financial 
opportunities to create love triangles, with the attendant increase in homicide. 


A Study of Police Reports 


It is significant to note in this connection that an analysis of police reports 
from thirteen American cities covering sixty-three years reveals that 1,345 out 
of 1,902 murders known to police were committed by Negroes. This represents 
70.7 per cent of the total. When the cities involved are divided into ‘‘Northern”’ 
and ‘Southern’, it appears that a disproportionate racial differential with regard 
to Negroes remains. However, it should be noted that the “Southern’’-oriented 
cities have a much larger proportion of non-white murder than the ‘‘Northern’’- 
oriented cities. 


A racial differential tends to support the view that homicide is inversely 
related to social status. Since Negroes have achieved a higher degree of accept- 
ance in the North than in the South, the above relationship also supports our 
hypothesis. 


A further explanation of the hypothesis concerning social status is the view 
that ‘homicide varies positively with the strength of external restraint over 
behaviour’’.®) External restraint over the behaviour of Negroes is no doubt 
greater than it is over the behaviour of whites. This observation refers to the 
situation in the United States, but it is confirmed by a study made in Ceylon 
where the Hindu caste system is the predominant method of enforcing social 
controls.5’ Ceylon has a homicide rate almost as high as that of the United 
States, that is, 6.1 per 100,000 for the former and 6.3 per 100,000 for the latter. 
Since caste is an aspect of Ceylon culture, it appears that homicide varies directly 
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witn the degree to which society is closely structured. In addition, it appears 
that homicides are based on, and are more frequent within, the same caste than 
outside of it. Further, there is evidence that the urban middle class of Ceylon, 
and the upper socio-economic class, have the lowest rates of homicide, the low 
castes having the highest. 


OCCUPATION AND HOMICIDE 


Occupational differentials also lend themselves to investigation concerning 
the relative amount of aggression and homicide. The view prevails that less 
skilled workers are more likely to be involved in murder than the higher 
skilled.“ If intelligence is an indication of occupational status, then the fact that 
murderers are three times as likely to have an Intelligence Quotient of less than 
70 than the general population will further support the hypothesis regarding a 
connection between status and homicide. 


A study of 660 convicted male capital offenders admitted to ‘“‘Death Row” 
indicates that inmates had a mean educational attainment of 4.7 years, compared 
with an average of 6.6 years for all convicts admitted to that prison for any 
other reason. Further comparison with the entire North Carolina population 
indicates a mean educational attainment of 7.7 years.) 


When this is related to occupation, the distribution indicates that 50 per cent 
of all persons in “‘Death Row” were labourers, 24.2 per cent were farmers, 
12.9 per cent were operatives, 5.4 per cent were craftsmen, 4.8 per cent were 
household servants, and 2.2 per cent managers and officials. The remainder were 
clerical and sales personnel. No professionals were involved. 

However, the City of Washington publishes some figures which exhibit the 
same tendencies. 

It is difficult to find police statistics which bear on this relationship. 


TABLE 3 
HOMICIDES BY OCCUPATION 1953-56 IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Occupation Number Per cent 
Not occupied... ae ae Sete dus 29 12.2 
Unskilled workers ix ist ae “ag 91 38.2 
Domestic and housewives _... =e aes 22 9.2 
Semi-skilled workers... site es ous 14 5.9 
Skilled... sis aie Sais a ies 37 15.5 
White-collar ead ey wee as ais 24 10.1 
Owners and managers | ane sag siete 4 1.8 
Professional es 17 7.1 
—From “Washington, D.C. Annual Police Reports, 1953-56. 


According to the United States Census, the distribution of the population 
into occupational groups reveals the pattern shown in Table 4.) 


TABLE 4 
OCCUPATION GROUPS OF WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1940-50 
Percentage Distribution According to United States Census—1950; Seventeenth 
Census of the United States—General Characteristics, P—B1 Table 53 p. 101— 
United States Summary XI p. 9 


Occupation Per cent Occupation Per cent 
Not occupied ies re saa: el Skilled ans is sige .. 14.0 
Unskilled workers ... Pe .. 11.0 White-collar ... oe oe .. 19.0 
Domestics and housewives .. 10.1 Owners and managers oe «. 16.0 
Semi-skilled workers ete a. 19.0 Professionals a act aw =6BS 
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This indicates that unoccupied workers and unskilled workers have a dis- 
proportionate homicide rate since half of all killings are committed by 13 per 
cent of the labour force in these two categories. The semi-skilled, white-collar, 
and owner-manager groups reflect the opposite tendency while domestics, skilled, 
and professional workers show a proportionate homicide rate. 


STATUS, SEX AND HOMICIDE 


As was indicated above, there is a racial differential in the homicide rate 
which supports the hypothesis that homicide varies inversely with status. This 
differential may also be applied to sex, for as Myrdal") points out: “‘In every 
society there are at least two groups of people, besides Negroes, who are charac- 
terized by high social visibility expressed in physical appearance, dress and 
patterns of behaviour, and who have been suppressed”. We refer to women 
and children. , 


If the hypothesis of a negative relationship between high status and homicide 
is tested by sex, then it does not hold, because most murders are committed by 
men. Females, however, commit more murder relative to other forms of crime 
than do males. This view is held by Pollak,''?’ whose figures show that in 1940 
the commitment of female offenders to federal and state institutions for murder 
and manslaughter constituted 11.9 per cent of all commitments for females. 
At the same time the figure for males was only 4.9 per cent. In 1935, 2.5 per 
cent of all female arrests were for murder, but male arrests on that charge 
amounted to only 1.7 per cent of all male arrests. This relationship changed 
during the war years since by 1943 female arrests were down to 0.8 per cent, 
whereas males continued at 1.5 per cent as before. In 1944 the rate was only 
0.7 per cent for females and still 1 per cent for males. However, by 1949, after 
the war, the trend was again reversed. 


This trend supports the hypothesis of a negative relation between murder 
and high status if we assume that women achieve greater status in war-time by 
reason of their increased responsibilities. We should also expect less female 
homicide during depressions, since women’s status rises as men lose their jobs 
and their position as head of the family. In addition, female murder should be 
greater in countries other than the United States where women have less prestige. 


When homicide is considered with reference to both race and sex, then, this 
relationship becomes even more pronounced. A study of police reports in five 
cities, involving 338 cases of homicide in the course of thirteen years, revealed 
that the non-white female rate is more than twice that of the white female. This 
may be attributed to the occupations of Negro women, who are largely employed 
in menial subservient tasks, and face the psychological strains of discrimination 
by whites in their daily work relationships. In addition, however, it must be 
noted that Negro women have a greater share in the family management than 
do white women. Consequently, their status relative to their own families is 
higher than that of white women. Since, however, higher status has been 
associated with less homicide, we must conclude that the external pressures of 
the occupational world have a greater influence on Negro female aggressive 
tendencies than status in the family. 
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TABLE 5 
HOMICIDE BY RACE AND SEX* 


Sex Race 
City and Years White Not White Both Both 
M F M F M F WwW NW 
Denver, Col.: 1947-51 oe w. =—-24 5 22 9 46 §614 2931 
Kansas City, Mo.: 1956... w. 29 6 23 8 52 14 35 31 
New Orleans, La.: 1952, 1953... 16 2 43 18 59-20 18 61 
San Francisco, Cal.: 1940, 1945, 
1950. 1955 — ie rh) 6 39 5 118 «15 85 44 
Spokane, Wash.: 1956 sais ae 1 0 3 0 4 0 1 3 
ALL YEARS 
Sex Race 
White Not White Both Both 
M F M F M F W NW 
149 19 130 640 279 «59 168 170 
Per cent Male Por veh se 88.7 76.5 82.5. 
Per cent Female oak oe tee 11.3 23.5 17.5 
Per cent Not White is ‘isi 50.3 
Per cent White ae eas ae ; 49.7 


AGE AND HOMICIDE 


Homicide is generally found to be concentrated in the younger age cate- 
gory.’*) This fact gives rise to the hypothesis that there is a positive relation 
between aggression and the degree of external restraint over behaviour. To 
test this hypothesis, 1,324 murders were analysed. These occurred in thirteen 
different cities in the course of forty-two years. 


It is assumed here that the strength of external restraint over behaviour is 
greatest in the youngest and oldest age groups and least in the middle age groups. 
This is probable on the ground that children as well as old members of a group 
must by necessity adjust more often to the middle-aged adult than vice versa. 
Consequently we should expect more homicide among the young and the old 
than the middle-aged. At the same time, the strength of the relational system 
may be regarded as the means by which external restraint over some areas of 
behaviour is enforced. This, however, is not clear since external behaviour of 
children and the aged is not expected to be the same as that of middle-aged 


groups. 


The greatest number of homicides, according to police statistics, occur in 
the age group 25-29 for both males and females. Since the mode for females 
in this age category is even higher than it is for males, it is implied that the 
strength of external restraint over behaviour is felt more by females of this age 
category than any other. Before this can be further understood, however, it will 
be necessary to analyse also the age of the victims together with the relationships 
of the victims to the killers. 


Furthermore, this relationship must be understood by race as well, since our 
hypothesis indicates that persons of similar ages, sexes, and races will kill one 
another as the strength of the relational system between them is greater. 


* These statistics were assembled by consulting the Annual Police Reports of the cities involved. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE KILLER TO THE VICTIM 


An analysis of Cincinnati police reports reveals that 95.2 per cent of all 
killed are of the same race as the perpetrator. In the case of whites, this 
percentage was somewhat higher than in the case of the non-whites, being 
95.8 per cent and 87.7 per cent respectively. 

If we view the same matter from the victim’s side, it turns out that 94.8 per 
cent of all white victims were killed by whites while 98.6 per cent of all non- 
whites were killed by members of their race. 


This racial connection strengthens the hypothesis under consideration. In 
addition, it is evident that the age group 25-29 is the mode for the indicated 
universe. This is confirmed by Dublin, who shows that in the United States 
the murder rate is 114 per 100,000 in that age category, constituting the highest 
frequency of homicide for any age. Now all investigations reveal that men are 
more often killers than women. In addition, men are more often the victims of 
murder than are women. Thus, both men and women are more likely to kill 
men. Consequently, men become murder victims three times as often as do 
women. '") 


In Ceylon this same ratio is four to one as the male rate of homicide is 9.7 
per 100,000 while that for women is 2.1 per 100,000. It has also been reported 
that men who slay women are significantly older than men who slay other men. 
Men commit the greatest proportion of murder within an age group, the mode 
being 15-19, whereas women commit the most murders in the age category 20-24. 
Of all men who murder, the greatest number are 25-29 years of age, and this 
holds true for women as well. When these data are related to an investigation 
of the relational system operative in the homicide group, they may serve as 
tests of the strength of relational systems between its members. To this end the 
Buffalo police reports were used. 


A correlation study based on such statistics shows that 119 murders of both 
sexes, killing as many victims, exhibit a Pearsonian coefficient of —.11 with 
regard to age. This seems to indicate that the age relationship is not significant. 


When the same test is applied to sex, it appears that women are much 
more likely to kill within the immediate relational group than are men. An 
investigation of 121 homicides in Buffalo, N.Y., in the course of eight years 
shows that all of the killings of men attributed to women involved husbands or 
paramours. Men murdered only 91.1 per cent of wives and paramours. A 
similar study, recently made in Denmark,"® indicates that males killed the few 
strangers who were killed. Frankel) comes to a similar conclusion and shows 
that 78 per cent of all killers killed relatives. Pollak"? says that of 172 homi- 
cides, only 12 per cent involved strangers, and East substantiates these findings 
with a figure of only 6.5 per cent of unknown victims. 


Our own study shows that only 12 per cent of all victims in 121 cases of 
homicide were strangers, and that all of these strangers were murdered by men. 
The statistics in Table 6 were taken from the Annual Police Reports of the City 
of Buffalo for the years 1948-55. 
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TABLE 6 
RELATIONSHIP OF KILLER TO VICTIM 
Total number of murders 1948-55 ck a xa 121 
Committed by males... sae 74.3 per cent as 90 
Males killed by males ... ae 62.2 per cent si 56 
Females killed by males oe 37.8 per cent ses 34 
Males killed by females ea 67.7 per cent re 21 
Females killed by females _... 32.3 per cent ses 10 


Male victims known to killers 73.2 per cent. 

Male victims not known to killers represents 26.8 per cent. 

Of all women murdered by men, 91.1 per cent were either wives 
or paramours. 

Females murdered seven relatives and three friends, but no strangers. All 
the males murdered by females were either husbands or paramours, but only 
91.9 per cent of females murdered by males had such a status. This indicates 
that women are even more likely to kill within the relational system than are 
men. Further, it indicates more male mobility. 


Table 6 clearly indicates that homicide is a family affair, or at least a 
very intimate matter, which takes place between relatives and friends and rarely 
between strangers. Nine out of ten cases of murder occur within the circle of 
friends and relatives, and this does not change significantly if the ‘‘normal’’ or 
“abnormal” state of the killer is considered.“ Therefore, we should now turn 
our attention to the psychological aspects of the homicide situation in order to 
find the extent of ego-involvement which acgompanies the act. 


RELIGION AND HOMICIDE 


The assumption is made here that involvement with the institution of religion 
may be an indication of a need for authority relationships. This assumption is 
made in order to test the hypothesis that ‘‘murder destroys the source of frustra- 
tion in the external world”’.‘*) The source of frustration is religion because it is 
a check on behaviour. Therefore, we should expect that those who adhere to 
formal religion should commit more homicide than those who do not adhere, 
since the latter need not contend with this source of frustration. 

Halbwachs“5) furnishes some clue to the relationship of religion to homi- 
cide. He found that in the heavily Catholic provinces of Europe, homicide 
exceeds the suicide rate, whereas the reverse is true in heavily Protestant 
countries. This suggests that the other-oriented aggression is greater when the 
source of frustration is stronger. As indicated by the findings in Ceylon, homi- 
cide varies directly with the degree to which society is closely structured. 


It is difficult to find much material concerning the religious affiliation of 
persons arrested or convicted for homicide. However, observers seem to find 
no significant relationship between religious affiliation and criminal behaviour. 
Thus there is no convincing evidence that conventional religion has of itself 
proved an antidote to crime. One study indicates that 77 per cent of penitentiary 
inmates in 27 states claimed some church affiliation. (*) 


SUMMARY 


This paper has served to show that industrial life-insurance holders are more 
often involved in homicide than ordinary life-insurance holders; that the rural 
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South exhibits a much larger homicide rate than any other region in the country; 
and that there is an inverse relationship between amount of homicide and 
distance from the centre of the city. 

We further saw that non-whites commit more homicides than whites and 
that the lower castes of Ceylon commit more murder than the upper castes. 
Unoccupied persons and unskilled persons are more often involved in murder 
than are those of higher occupational rank, while men are more often involved 
than are women. 


Female offenders commit more homicide than do male offenders, while 
young adults murder more than children or older adults. Men are more often 
the victims of homicide than are women. Strangers are seldom murdered, for 
homicide is a family affair. Religion is not related to homicide in any manner 
now observable. 


Thus the evidence may be summarized to support the view that measurable 
aggression in the form of homicide is inversely related to status, and that the 
sociological categories here examined support the frustration aggression hypo- 
thesis. 
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